
 
 

 

 

  
  PROJECT BULLETIN   NOVEMBER 2020 

Whitehorse City Council is building a highly accessible, flexible and contemporary 

performing arts centre that will provide an expanded array of arts and cultural opportunities 

for the entire Whitehorse community to enjoy for generations to come.  

Key features will include: 

• 626-seat auditorium with larger stage and modern backstage area  

• 200-seat studio theatre enabling smaller scale works 

• multipurpose rehearsal/dance studio  

• a greatly expanded range of shows, functions and events 

• improved soundshell for community festivals and other outdoor events 

• improved car parking, enabling easy and convenient access to the Whitehorse Centre, library, 

Council offices, local parkland and the nearby Walker Park sports precinct. 

 

 
Have Your Say on the Schematic Design 

 

The Whitehorse community is invited to 

provide feedback on the Schematic Design of 

the new performing arts centre and 

surrounding precinct. Schematic Design is the 

stage of the project where the design of 

rooms and spatial requirements of the building 

are refined. 

 

A project overview, animated “flythrough’’, 

architectural images, plans and illustrations, 

and an online feedback form are available at 

https://oursay.org/whitehorsecitycouncil 

 

 

Feedback will be received until 5pm on Monday 

16 November 2020. 

 

Feedback gathered on the Schematic Design will 

be consolidated into a summary engagement 

report and made available via the Whitehorse 

Centre website at a later date. 

 

Council will continue to work closely with all key 

stakeholders throughout the Design 

Development stage to help inform the final 

design of the new performing arts centre. 

https://oursay.org/whitehorsecitycouncil
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Demolition Works Underway 

 

Demolition of the Whitehorse Centre began in 

mid-September and is expected to be 

completed in December 2020, subject to 

COVID-19 directives. Before demolition 

commenced, the leadlight glass window was 

carefully removed and stored. It will be a 

feature of the new facility and enjoyed for years 

to come. With hoarding around the demolition 

zone there have been some changes to 

parking and pedestrian access. A map 

showing the demolition zone and parking 

availability in the precinct is available at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/whitehorse-

centre-redevelopment 

 

 Spotllight on Utassy Ballet School 

 

 
 

Since 1960, Utassy Ballet School has been 

teaching classical, character and contemporary 

dance to people of all ages and levels, from 

beginners to professionals. The Whitehorse 

Centre was the home of the ballet school since it 

opened in 1986 and hosted many outstanding 

performances, including the annual cherished 

production of Peter and the Wolf. 

 

 
 

Sue Hayes, Co-director of Utassy Ballet School, 

is excited about the future opportunities the new 

performing arts centre will provide for her 

students. “We are really looking forward to the 

future…a new performing arts centre for Utassy; 

it’s a very exiting concept,” she said. 

 

 

 

Online Performances in November 

 

Join us for two special online screenings in 

November; visit www.whitehorsecentre.com.au 

for full details. 

Salute to the ANZACs features songs and 

stories that came from WWI, WWII and the 

Vietnam War. Starring Midweek Matinee 

favourites Roy Best, Alison Jones, Jaz Flowers 

and Caroline Vercoe, led by producer and 

narrator Chris McKenna, the performance will 

screen at 10am on Wednesday 11 November.   

 

It can then be viewed at any time on the 

Whitehorse Centre’s website, Facebook page 

and YouTube channel until midnight Tuesday 

17 November 2020. 

 

 
 

A Migrant’s Son is a moving true-life musical 

tribute to the heart, hilarity and sheer hard work 

of one man’s migrant experience. The show’s 

writer and composer, Michaela Burger, stars in 

this critically acclaimed work, sharing her 

family’s story with poignancy, heart and comical 

aplomb.  Michaela wowed Whitehorse 

audiences in 2017 with Exposing Edith and her 

tribute to her Greek migrant family will delight 

you. Premiering 8pm Friday 20 November 

2020 on Facebook and YouTube for one night 

only. 

 

http://www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/
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What’s Happening Next?       
 
The following activities are scheduled for the remainder of 2020. 

 

OCTOBER

Demolition works

Stakeholder engagement

NOVEMBER

Demolition works

Stakeholder engagement

DECEMBER

Demolition works

 
Stay Informed 
 
To stay up to date on this exciting project and receive regular project updates, please visit the website at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment or contact the Project Team via email 

whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9262 6357. 

Q&A – Your Questions Answered 

 

What car parking will be provided once the 

redevelopment is finished? 

 

A new open, double-storey car park will 

significantly improve parking and give people 

easy, convenient and safe access to the 

performing arts centre, library, Council offices, 

local parkland and nearby Walker Park sports 

precinct. The precinct currently has 225 car 

parking spaces. When the project is completed in 

late 2023, there will be more than 430 car parking 

spaces on site. 

 

What is proposed for the precinct landscape? 

 

The new centre will connect strongly to its 

parkland setting. There will be extensive new 

landscaping and trees will be located to direct 

people around the precinct and to create pocket 

parks within the wider environment. While 

construction will require some trees to be 

removed, the replanting of some existing trees and 

new tree plantings will result in a net gain of trees 

across the precinct. 

Arts and Culture Snippets 

 

Council recognises that arts and culture are as 

important to mental health and wellbeing as 

sport and recreation are to physical health and 

wellbeing. That’s why we are making this 

important and strategic investment in the future 

for all Whitehorse residents. 

 

The Australia Council for the Arts 2019 

National Arts Participation Survey results 

highlight the value of arts and creativity to 

Australians and to the nation’s future. 

According to the survey, 98 per cent of 

Australians engage with the arts and 84 per 

cent acknowledge the positive impacts of the 

arts – on child development, our sense of  

 

 

 

 

 

wellbeing and happiness, dealing with mental 

health issues, understanding other people and 

cultures, and bringing customers to local 

businesses. (Source: 

https://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/research/creating-our-

future) 

 

 

 

http://www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment.l
mailto:whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

