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Whitehorse City Council is building a highly accessible, flexible and contemporary 

performing arts centre that will provide an expanded array of arts and cultural opportunities 

for the entire Whitehorse community to enjoy for generations to come.  

Key features will include: 

• 626-seat auditorium with larger stage and modern backstage area  

• 200-seat studio theatre enabling smaller scale works 

• multipurpose rehearsal/dance studio  

• facilities that enable a greatly expanded range of shows, functions and events 

• improved soundshell for community festivals and other outdoor events 

• improved car parking, enabling easy and convenient access to the Whitehorse Centre, library, 

Council offices, local parkland and the nearby Walker Park sports precinct. 

 

Excavation activity is in full swing on the site of 

the new open double storey car park.    

 

Excess soil from the car park area will be used 

to build up the ground levels required for the 

new performing arts centre, in line with EPA 

guidelines. Reusing the excess soil is both 

sustainable and cost effective. It means we 

avoid tipping fees and reduces the need to 

import fill for the performing arts centre site. 

 

Over the coming weeks, the car park 

foundations will be installed along with the 

underground drainage system. 

 

 

 

Excavation in Full Swing 

Tree protection zones have been established and 

measures put in place to protect the trees from 

potential impacts of construction plant and 

equipment. While trees within the precinct have 

been removed, as the project progresses, new 

trees will be planted. When completed, there will 

be more trees across the precinct than when the 

project began.  

 

 

 
What’s Happening Next?  

 

Activities 2021 March 

 

April May 

Construction of open 

double-storey car park 

 

   

Final design of performing 

arts centre publicly 

available 
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Stay Informed 
To stay up to date on this exciting project and receive regular project updates, please visit the website at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment or contact the Project Team via email 

whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9262 6357. 

Spotlight on Nova Music Theatre 

 

Nova Music Theatre’s production of Brigadoon in 

1986 was the beginning of a long relationship 

between the non-professional musical theatre 

company and the Whitehorse Centre. Since 

then, Nova Music Theatre performed two major 

productions a year at the centre.  

 

 
Production: Wicked 

Nova has been nominated for, and received, 

many Music Theatre Guild and Lyrebird Awards. 

 

 
Production: Miss Saigon 

 

Noel Browne, Nova’s Artistic Director says the 

extra space of the new performing arts centre 

will create opportunities for the musical theatre 

company. “We are looking forward to a venue 

that will be able to handle bigger sets and give 

us a lot more room backstage. A larger venue 

with more seats will also help us with a bit more 

income so we can keep progressing, and put on 

bigger and better shows.” 

 

 

 

New Flexible Function Space 

 

Overlooking the picturesque parkland, the large 

function space on level one of the new 

performing arts centre will be the perfect venue 

for business conferences, weddings and other 

private events.  

 

Designed for optimum flexibility, the function 

room divides into three spaces, allowing for 

different-sized events to be held at the same 

time.  

 

When the whole space is used, the room will 

cater for up to 375 guests at a stand-up event 

and up to 300 at a sit-down banquet-style event. 

The function room is accessible via a lift or 

stairs. It is serviced by a commercial kitchen and 

in-room bar/beverage facilities. 

 

 

 Q&A – Your Questions Answered 

 

How will the new performing arts centre 

benefit local community groups? 

 

The new centre will remain, first and foremost, 

a community arts and cultural facility, while still 

attracting high quality national touring shows.  

 

The main users of the new centre (an estimated 

80 per cent) will be local community groups, 

schools and community-based Council 

programs such as the Whitehorse Centre 

professional Main Season, Midweek Matinee 

program, sports awards and women’s forum. 

 

Will the new centre cater for everyone? 

Yes. From the car park and pathways through to 

the fit out of the performing arts centre, this 

project will be delivered in line with universal 

access principles and comply with the Disability 

Discrimination Act 1992. 
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