
 
 

 

 

  
  PROJECT BULLETIN   DECEMBER 2020 

Whitehorse City Council is building a highly accessible, flexible and contemporary 

performing arts centre that will provide an expanded array of arts and cultural opportunities 

for the entire Whitehorse community to enjoy for generations to come.  

Key features will include: 

• 626-seat auditorium with larger stage and modern backstage area  

• 200-seat studio theatre enabling smaller scale works 

• multipurpose rehearsal/dance studio  

• facilities that enable a greatly expanded range of shows, functions and events 

• improved soundshell for community festivals and other outdoor events 

• improved car parking, enabling easy and convenient access to the Whitehorse Centre, library, 

Council offices, local parkland and the nearby Walker Park sports precinct. 

 

Artist’s impression of open double-storey car park 

The demolition phase of the redevelopment is 

on track to finish in December 2020, paving the 

way for construction to begin on the new open 

double-storey car park in early 2021. 

With accessibility a priority, the car park will 

feature ground-level entry to both levels and a 

pedestrian ramp to enable easy, convenient 

and safe access to the performing arts centre, 

library, Council offices, local parkland and 

nearby Walker Park sports precinct.  

The car park will complement the surrounding 

environment with a minimalistic design, muted 

colour scheme and structure embedded within 

the landscape. The car park wall cladding will be 

a solid scalloped concrete material to minimise 

headlight disbursement to surrounding 

properties.  

When the project is completed, there will be 

more than 430 car parking spaces on site (up 

from the existing 225 spaces). Construction of 

the new performing arts centre will start in 2021 

and is expected to be completed in late 2023. 

Construction Set to Start! 

 



2 

Spotlight on Whitehorse Showtime 

For more than 20 years, Whitehorse Showtime, 

a Scouts Australia theatrical performance, has 

been successfully held at the Whitehorse 

Centre. The new performing arts centre will 

provide a high quality and contemporary venue 

for Whitehorse Showtime for decades to come 

and a home for learning. 

Doug Wright, Executive Producer of Whitehorse 

Showtime and State Commissioner Performing 

Arts, Scouts Australia, says the new performing 

arts centre will open new doors for Scout 

performers and technicians. 

“Being an accredited training organisation, 

we offer a Certificate II in Creative Industries 

to some of our Venturers, who are aged 15 to 

18 years. Working in a theatre like [the new 

performing arts centre] will allow them to get 

credits towards that qualification”. 

Doug Wright, Executive Producer of Whitehorse 

Showtime 

Whitehorse Carols Goes Online 

Get festive at home and sing-a-long to the 2020 

Whitehorse Carols featuring performances from 

Silvie Paladino and Simon Gleeson.  

Delight in the talents of these two stars of the 

stage, for a night of carols and entertainment. 

Silvie Paladino 

Also performing are local stars, Josh Robson and 

Bianca Baykara, the lively Superhoodz Crew and 

Hey Dee Ho with entertainment for the kids. You 

can enjoy the angelic voices of The Australian 

Children’s Choir. 

Make a night of it in your home and enjoy this 

holiday celebration premiering at 7pm on Friday 

18 December.  

To watch the concert and stay up-to-date on 

Whitehorse Carols information, please visit 

www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/whitehorse-carols 

Whitehorse Carols will be made available on 

demand to enjoy until Christmas Day.  

A Place to Create 

The studio theatre in the new performing arts centre 

will offer a flexible space for a range of creative 

pursuits. The 200-seat space will have retractable 

seating and be able to be completely blacked out, 

making it ideal for movie screenings, dance 

rehearsals and small-scale theatre productions.  

The studio is cleverly designed to open up to the 

outdoor soundshell and amphitheatre, becoming the 

stage for major outdoor events and festivals. Artist’s impression of studio theatre 

http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/whitehorse-carols
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What’s Happening Next?       
 
The following project milestones will occur over the next few months. 

 

DECEMBER

Completion of demolition phase

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021

Start of construction of open double-storey      
car park

 
Stay Informed 
 
To stay up to date on this exciting project and receive regular project updates, please visit the website at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment or contact the Project Team via email 

whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9262 6357. 

Q&A – Your Questions Answered 

 

What will happen to the demolished materials 

from the old centre?  

Materials from the old building will be reused, 

recycled or provided to an EPA-approved 

contractor for disposal. As far as possible, fixtures, 

fittings and equipment will be reused in other 

Council venues, and materials such as concrete, 

bricks, and pavers will be recycled into road base. 

Green waste will be mulched and used for 

compost onsite or recycled offsite, and soil will be 

reused as top soil or fill. 

 

How will a new performing arts venue benefit 

the broader Whitehorse community? 

A larger, purpose-built performing arts facility will 

enable a greatly expanded range and number of 

performing arts, events and function opportunities 

for the wider community to participate in and 

enjoy. As a regional facility, it will attract people 

from beyond Whitehorse which will benefit local 

businesses and strengthen the local economy. 

Across the construction phase and beyond, the 

centre is expected to generate 320+ jobs, both 

directly and indirectly. 

 

Arts and Culture Snippets 

 

It’s not surprising that arts and cultural events 

and activities are well patronised by the 

Whitehorse community. For more than a 

century, our area has been home to creative 

groups and events, and has played an 

important role in the establishment of the arts 

industry in Australia.  

 

 
 

According to Council’s Arts & Cultural Services 

Strategy: 

 

“The artist movement is iconic to Whitehorse 

with an artists’ camp established in Box Hill in 

the 1880s giving rise to Impressionism in 

Australia. From humble beginnings arts and 

culture has flourished with the work of 

passionate artisans, indigenous communities, 

art organisations, the global community,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

multi-cultural Australia and Whitehorse City 

Council’s own cultural facilities and programs.  

This legacy is as rich and strong as the landscape 

and is the foundation for arts and culture in the 

community as it continually evolves to reflect 

where the City is now and what it may become in 

future years.”  
(Source: Whitehorse City Council Arts & Culture Strategy, p3) 
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