
 
 

 
 

  
  PROJECT BULLETIN   FEBRUARY 2021 

Whitehorse City Council is building a highly accessible, flexible and contemporary 
performing arts centre that will provide an expanded array of arts and cultural opportunities 
for the entire Whitehorse community to enjoy for generations to come.  

Key features will include: 

• 626-seat auditorium with larger stage and modern backstage area  
• 200-seat studio theatre enabling smaller scale works 
• multipurpose rehearsal/dance studio  
• facilities that enable a greatly expanded range of shows, functions and events 
• improved soundshell for community festivals and other outdoor events 
• improved car parking, enabling easy and convenient access to the Whitehorse Centre, library, 

Council offices, local parkland and the nearby Walker Park sports precinct. 

 

The exciting construction stage of the Whitehorse 
Centre redevelopment is underway.  
 
Last month, work started on preparing the site for 
construction of the open double-storey car park. 
These works included installation of temporary 
fencing, site sheds, utilities and signage. 
 
The car park will blend into the surrounding 
parkland due to its minimalistic design, natural 
colour scheme and low profile.  
 

Artist’s impression of open double-storey car park. 

Construction Underway 

Lighting will enhance visibility in the precinct and 
ensure that people will be able to easily access the 
performing arts centre, car park and precinct.  
 

Parking within the civic centre precinct has 
changed to accommodate the new car park 
construction zone. A parking map is available at 
www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment 
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Artist’s impression of eastern forecourt shows extensive use of double-glazed windows. 
studio theatre 
 

The principles of reuse and recycling are 
being employed throughout all project stages.   
ESD features of the new performing arts 
centre will include: 

• double-glazed windows 
• efficient thermal performance of the 

building for internal climate control 
• rainwater harvesting for toilet flushing 
• energy-efficient plant and equipment 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions  
• use of low carbon and durable 

building materials  
• LED lighting 
• landscape treatments 
• water-efficient fixtures and fittings 
• recycling and waste minimisation. 

 

Sustainability Features 

The open double-storey car park will feature 
durable and low maintenance construction 
materials, natural light and ventilation, solar and 
LED night lighting, and waste minimisation 
during construction.  
 

More than 90 per cent of the demolished 
Whitehorse Centre has been processed for 
reuse or recycled, with the remaining material 
that was unable to be recycled sent to an EPA-
approved contractor for disposal.  

Some of the fixtures, fittings, equipment and 
appliances removed from the centre have been 
reused in other Council venues. Materials such 
as concrete, bricks and pavers were sent for 
recycling into road base. 

Items of historical significance and community 
value, including leadlight windows, will be 
reinstated in the new building. 

 

Council brings a strong commitment to environmental sustainability in the delivery of 
services, projects and procurement decisions. The Whitehorse Centre redevelopment 
includes a variety of environmentally-sustainable design (ESD) elements.  
 
 

Celebrate the Arts with Season 2021 
There’s glorious theatre and music returning when Part One of the Professional Season is released 
next month.  

Visit whitehorsecentre.com.au to see what’s on offer April to June at our temporary home One 
Community 184 Surrey Road Blackburn. 
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Spotlight on Babirra Music Theatre 
 
For more than 30 years, Babirra Music Theatre 
staged much-loved performances at the 
Whitehorse Centre. 

Established in 1956, Babirra Music Theatre is a 
non-professional music theatre company that 
performs two musicals a year as well as the 
occasional concert or special event. Since it began, 
the group has launched many successful careers 
in performance, scenic design, lighting and staging.  

 

A Place to Create  
 
The studio theatre in the new performing arts centre 
will offer a flexible space for a range of creative 
pursuits. The 200-seat space will have retractable 
seating and be able to be completely blacked out, 
making it ideal for movie screenings, dance 
rehearsals and small-scale theatre productions.  
 
The studio is cleverly designed to open up to the 
outdoor soundshell and amphitheatre, becoming the 
stage for major outdoor events and festivals. 
 

A family favourite – The Sound of Music. 

A Place to Entertain  
 
Curved walls, warm colour tones and 
comfortable seating will provide a 
welcoming and intimate experience for all 
patrons of the 626-seat proscenium 
theatre.  
 
 

Owen Davies, President of Babirra Music 
Theatre, said: 
 

“We’re very excited about the new centre 
that’s going to be developed … We will 
come back to find a larger auditorium, a 

bigger stage and much enhanced 
facilities.” 

 

Every aspect of the theatre has been carefully 
considered to ensure an outstanding experience 
for patrons, performers and crews.  
 
The seating configuration will give the best 
outcome for all, having regard to sightlines, 
proximity to stage, patron comfort, accessibility 
and safety. 
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What’s Happening Next?       
The following project milestones will occur over the next few months. 

 

FEBRUARY 2021
Construction of open 

double-storey car 
park

MARCH 2021
Construction of open double-

storey car park
Public showing of final design of 

performing arts centre

APRIL 2021
Construction of open 
double-storey car park

Stay Informed 
To stay up to date on this exciting project and receive regular project updates, please visit the website at 
www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment or contact the Project Team via email 
whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9262 6357. 

Q&A – Your Questions Answered 
 
How many levels will the new performing arts 
centre have? 
The new centre will have three levels – a lower 
ground floor, ground floor and first floor.  
 
The lower ground floor will include the orchestra pit, 
musicians’ room, plant area, storage, services and 
toilets. 
 
The ground floor will include the foyer, box office and 
bar, administration area, proscenium theatre, stage, 
studio theatre and soundshell, kitchen, toilets and all 
back-of-house areas, such as the Green Room and 
dressing rooms. 
 
Level 1 will include a multipurpose function room 
which divides into three spaces, as well as rehearsal 
rooms, toilets and storage. 
 
 
Will parking still be available while construction 
is underway? 
 

During construction, the civic precinct will continue to 
be open to the public and provide car parking for 
visitors to the Council offices, library, 
surrounding parkland and nearby Walker Park sports 
precinct. 
 
Parking has changed to accommodate the new car 
park construction zone. A parking map is available 
at www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment 
 

Arts and Culture Snippets 

The City of Whitehorse is a dynamic arts and 
cultural hub with a range of facilities that cater for 
all ages and interests.  

The Box Hill Town Hall, built in 1927, hosts 15 
local community groups, including the Migrant 
Resource Centre and Box Hill Historical Society. 
It has eight rooms available for private and 
community functions. 

 Also located on site is the Whitehorse Artspace, 
a gallery with many significant Australian 
artworks and a collection of more than 1700 
works. 

 
 

 
 
 


