
 
 

 

 

  
  PROJECT BULLETIN   JULY 2020 

Whitehorse City Council is transforming the ageing Whitehorse Centre into a highly accessible, 

flexible and contemporary venue that will provide an expanded array of arts and cultural opportunities 

for the entire Whitehorse community to enjoy for generations to come. This project bulletin will be 

published regularly to keep the Whitehorse community up to date on this exciting project. 

 

About the Project 

The Whitehorse Centre is Council’s performing 

arts and cultural venue and a beloved 

community facility, attracting over 100,000 

attendees and 40,000 festival goers annually. 

However, now more than 30 years old, it is 

nearing the end of its functional working life. 

 

Council recognises that arts and culture are as 

important to mental health and wellbeing as 

sport and recreation are to physical health and 

wellbeing.  That’s why we are making this 

important and strategic investment in the future 

for all Whitehorse residents, and to achieve 

Council’s arts and cultural vision:  

 

“to be a creative community that is vibrant, 

diverse and engaged through our arts,  

culture and heritage”. 

At a Glance 

Council will build the new facility to cater for current and future use. Key features will include:  
 

• 600-seat auditorium with larger stage and modern backstage area  

• 200-seat studio theatre  

• multipurpose rehearsal/dance studio  

• a greatly expanded range of shows, functions and events 

• improved soundshell for community festivals and other outdoor events 

• improved car parking for easy access to the Whitehorse Centre, library, Council offices, 

parkland and Walker Park sports precinct. 

 

The new centre will remain, first and foremost, 

a community arts and cultural facility, while still 

attracting high quality national touring shows. 

The main users of the new centre (an 

estimated 80 per cent) will be local community 

groups, schools and community-based Council 

programs such as the Whitehorse Centre 

professional Main Season, Midweek Matinee 

program, sports awards and women’s forum, 

among others. 

 

We’ll preserve what people most value about 

the current centre – the warm atmosphere, 

intimate experience and exceptional customer 

service – while providing many new 

opportunities for creativity, connection and 

celebration through the performing arts and 

festivals. 

  

 



 

 

Whitehorse Centre Closure and Demolition 

 

Following closure of the Whitehorse Centre in August 2020, demolition will occur from September 2020 

and construction works will commence in 2021 with expected project completion in late 2023. 

 

What’s Happening Next?       
 
The following activities are scheduled for the remainder of 2020. 

 
 

 
 

August

Closure of 
Whitehorse 

Centre

September 

Demolition

Engagement

October

Demolition

November

Demolition

Engagement

December

Demolition

Engagement

Community Engagement on the Design 

 

Council would like to thank everyone who participated in the Concept Design engagement process 

conducted earlier this year. Your input is highly valued as part of this process and ensures that within 

project scope, the new Whitehorse Centre meets the current and future needs of the Whitehorse 

community. 

 

A report summarising feedback received is now available at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment    

 

Over the past few months, feedback received on the Concept Design has been carefully considered by 

Council’s Project Working Group and Lead Design Team to inform development of the Schematic Design 

of the performing arts centre, open double-storey car park and surrounding precinct. 

 

The Schematic Design is expected to be presented to key stakeholders and the community in September 

2020. There will be opportunities for people to provide feedback on specific aspects of the Schematic 

Design and contribute to the development of the final design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stay Informed 
 

To stay up to date on this exciting project and receive regular project updates, please visit the website at 

www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment or contact the project team via email to 

whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9262 6357. 

http://www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment
http://www.whitehorsecentre.com.au/redevelopment.l
mailto:whitehorsecentre.redevelopment@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

